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Dear Friends, 

I know that you will rejoice with me that I am very well indeed and I am not 
suffering sciatica any more. I also had successful cataract removal and I 

no longer need glasses for everyday life.  After having worn glasses since 

I was three years old, this is an amazing blessing. I still need reading 
glasses. Praise God for this wonderful new freedom. Thank you for    

praying for my trip back to Adelaide for treatment.  I returned to Cambodia 

on 5th April. 

Throughout the dry season from      

November till May, the church mission 

team has ministered in remote villages 
in Kampot and Kompong Thom     

provinces on Saturdays and public  

holidays, in fact all their free time. We 
joyfully baptized 10 new believers in villages where Bunthoeun and his family lived when he was growing up. 

His family in Kompong Thom city have also been helping our team share the Gospel to their relatives and 

friends. Now that the rains have come,  it is quite impossible to reach these villages without a 4WD vehicle. 
Bunthoeun has used his personal Toyota 4WD but now he needs to sell it to help with the problem listed    

below. Our US left hand drive model 2000 4WD Ford Ranger is continually breaking down and few parts for 

urgent repairs are available. The 4WD gear box cannot be repaired and the lights are too dim for use on the 
highway. Spotties are against the law. Except for the Lord’s mercy and love, our team could have been       

involved in a couple of catastrophic accidents, which we were able to avoid. We cannot access our growing 

church members until we have a safe and reliable Church vehicle to replace the Ford. If we cannot reach 
these remote villages for the 6 months of rainy season, with roads like ox cart tracks, wet and slippery and 

very dangerous, our new believers will be waiting for six months for us to teach and encourage them again. 

The Gospel has never been shared out there before. 

Since my last Prayer Newsletter, we have encountered the most difficult circumstances since we began way 

back in 2004.  All of the issues we face are completely out of our control.  Only the intervention of the hand of 
Almighty God can change our current dilemma. The months since the past elections have not seen the    

country return to the stability we had before. Political peace has not returned yet and this has hugely           

decreased the number of tourists visiting Cambodia, especially Christian Korean ministry trips, which are now 
currently focusing on Vietnam. Because Koreans generated the major portion of our sales, tour busses are no 

longer visiting our door and our very successful Seim Reap office is also not doing well.  

The bulk of tourists are Chinese who only buy Chinese products and they are opening huge companies and 

hotels and casinos and supermarkets for the Chinese and all the profit goes directly back to China. Chinese 

supermarkets mostly sell Chinese made goods. In addition, a Chinese company has opened a huge dried 
mango factory north of Phnom Penh, producing 20 tons of finished product each day, at a very low price.  

They will open another similar factory in the south soon. Hence they will suck up the available mangos and 

what is left has become expensive.  Our factory processes one ton of fruit a day, because it is done by hand. 

Huge imports of cheap & sometimes fake dried mango is being imported from the Philippines and Thailand 

and sold for a price with which it is impossible for us to compete.  Our price is too high and our hand made, 
quality production volume is too small to sell overseas.  

Mother’s Day with my Cambodian 

family, Bunthoeun, Netha & Esai.  (A 

new no glasses Marion). 

Bunthoeun with a poor family  and          Netha with new believers in Kompong Thom village 



Chains of very big modern supermarkets have opened all over the country and they have lowered prices in  

order to compete with one another, cutting out the small manufacturer. This style of cut throat competition we 
have seen across Australia and now it is here too. We have a very competent bi-lingual sales lady at the      

airport shop, but Chinese tourists walk on by and our product is not flying off the shelves as before. 

After 15 years of wonderful success and blessing and the growth of a vibrant evangelistic church, it is heart-

breaking to be faced with these obstacles. However, victory comes to the overcomers and the end will be 

greater than the beginning and in the meanwhile, we are all growing in faith and trust in our wonderful Lord. 

In addition to the above, the electricity supply to Cambodia has been insufficient for the needs of the nation 

when the hydro-power plants are not operating in the dry season, because of lack of water.  This has meant 
that during all of April and May, power has been rationed everywhere to half a day every day.  Generators 

were immediately sold out. Our factory has a big generator so the factory had power.  The office had none so it 

was both terribly dark and hot, with no internet access either.  Thankfully my apartment has a generator, so I 
could work from home.  Business has been terribly disrupted and communications became a nightmare. 

Our sales have dropped gradually but consistently every month, from break-even point at US$35,000 per 
month or much more, down to $10,000 to $15,000 until now, so it is difficult to pay wages and very hard to pay 

suppliers, and we are now in debt. We are having to make serious decisions in order to survive.  The drop of 

the Australian dollar to around $0.67c in the US$ has reduced our donations by one third. 

In order to retain all our staff with disabilities, we will have to change over production to other products,       

possibly cashews and sell cheap quality products.  An investment of modern machinery to produce larger 
quantities more cheaply is what we really need. We believe this situation has not occurred because of our lack 

of due diligence or failure of management, but a series of events totally out of our control.  Not, of course, out 

of God’s control. Isaac sowed in a year of drought and reaped a harvest. This is our expectation. 

With the prayers of our supporters and the help of our Reverse The Curse Board in Australia and the staff 

here, we are confident of a miracle. We are totally dependent on God to act on our behalf.  We will stand on 
our watch and look and see what the Lord will do.  If the Lord in His Sovereignty, does not act at this time, we 

may have to close down.  Our staff and Church understand this and we are all praying constantly.  

Judy Thomson, our Board Member and Auditor from Shellharbour, will be here on 10th June so we will see 

what she recommends.  I know this will come as a shock to many of you.  Please pray and encourage us in 

any way that you can. 

Thank you so much for being a partner 

with us in our ministry to the land mine 
survivors and I know that your prayers 

are vital so that we can continue to  

support these wonderful people. May 
the Lord bless you and we give thanks 

to God for each one of you.   You are 

wonderful and we appreciate you all.  

 Love 

 

˂   The “road” to the Kompong Thom Village that 

needs a 4WD vehicle to get there especially in the 

wet season. It is a 5 hour trip each way from Phnom 

Penh. 

Marion & Judy Thomson sharing Bible study with the 

staff                      ˃

Sharing in the village  4 New believers waiting for baptism 


